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The Business Development and International Liaison team 
The Business Development and International Liaison (BDIL) unit would like to take this opportunity 
to introduce you to the work of the office and to our team. 
 
BDIL aims to strengthen and diversify the HSRC's income base by exploring new donor relationships 
and building research and administrative capacity, while maintaining existing relationships at the 
strategic and operational level with funders, clients and donors to enable the HSRC to be the 
research organisation of choice for further work. 
 
Vision 
The vision of the unit is to create an enabling environment for the HSRC to achieve its mandated and 
strategic objectives by accessing funding opportunities and partnership networks. 
 
Partnership Management  
The BDIL unit provides leadership and support to identify, coordinate and manage strategic 
international relations and engagements of the HSRC, including the coordination of memoranda of 
understanding.  
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Hema Somai 
hsomai@hsrc.ac.za 
Extension: 8006 

Jothie Moodley 
jmoodley@hsrc.ac.za 
Extension: 7819 

Carla Pheiffer 
cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za 
Extension: 2324 

Billie-Jean Winnaar 
bjwinnaar@hsrc.ac.za 
Extension: 2519 

Bridgette Prince 
Director 
bprince@hsrc.ac.za 
Extension: 7968 

Michilene Meyer 
mmeyer@hsrc.ac.za 
Extension: 8082 

mailto:hsomai@hsrc.ac.za
mailto:jmoodley@hsrc.ac.za
mailto:cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za
mailto:bjwinnaar@hsrc.ac.za
mailto:bprince@hsrc.ac.za
mailto:mmeyer@hsrc.ac.za


 

2 

ASTII Training and Validation workshop participants 

ASTII Training and Validation 
Drs Moses Mefika Sithole and Neo Molotja from the Centre for Science and Technology and 
Innovation Indicators (CeSTII) in the Population Health, Health Systems and Innovation (PHHSI) 
attended a workshop from 11-15 February 2013, organised by the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA) and the African Observatory for 
Science, Technology and Innovation (AOSTI), in collaboration with the Arab Republic of Egypt.  
The title of the workshop was ASTII Training and Validation. 
 
The ASTII 
initiative is a 
result of the call 
by the African 
Union Ministerial 
Conference in 
charge of Science 
and Technology 
(AMCOST) to 
address the lack 
of science, 
technology and 
innovation (STI) 
measurement in 
the continent. 
The overall goal 
of the initiative is 
to compile STI  
indicators that will  
contribute towards improving the quality of STI policies at national, regional and continental levels. 
ASTII achieves this by supporting and strengthening Africa’s capacity to develop and use STI 
Indicators in development, planning, and policy.  
 
The first phase of the initiative was implemented in 2007 and 19 African Union countries 
participated, namely: Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and 
Zambia. Some countries undertook either the research and development (R&D) survey or the 
innovation survey, while other countries elected to undertake both surveys. The results of these 
surveys were published as the African Innovation Outlook 2010. 
 
The second phase of the ASTII initiative was launched in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia, on May 23-25, 
2011.The list of the participating countries was extended to include nine countries, namely Cape 
Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Liberia, Mauritius, Namibia, Niger, Togo, Tunisia and Zimbabwe.  
 
Other countries showing an interest and willingness to participate in the future include Benin, 
Botswana, Burundi and Rwanda. The launch of the second phase was followed by the first training 
workshop,  which was held in Yaoundé, Cameroon on 3-6 October 2011. The second training 
workshop of was hosted by  in Cape Town from 23 - 27 April 2012. Seventy-one participants 
attended the workshop from countries in the first and second phases of the ASTII initiative, as well 
as other invited countries such as Botswana, Burundi, Morocco and Swaziland. 
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The second round of surveys is currently underway, with more than half of the participating 
countries having provided results by the end of January 2013. The publication of the 2012/2013 
edition of the African Innovation Outlook (AIO is scheduled for early in the third quarter of 2013.  
The validation workshop was an integral part of the process, leading up to the publication of the 
Outlook, as it provided the opportunity for the survey methodology and preliminary results to be 
checked so that any errors can be identified and corrected prior to the submission of the data for 
compilation. It is also an opportunity for peer learning and exchanges for the ASTII country focal 
points.  
 
This workshop provided an opportunity for the new countries to join the two days prior to the 
validation workshop for them to master the tools and methodologies to carry out R&D and 
Innovation surveys. This was also an opportunity for participating countries to revisit the tools and 
methodology and to improve future works based on lessons learnt during previous surveys (Phase 1 
and 2). 

 
MOU Activities 
 

 
Map representing new partnerships made with national and international stakeholders. 
 
National 

National Department of Rural Development and Land Reform 
Fort Hare University 
Limpopo Department of Economic Development Environment and Tourism  

    National Heritage Council South Africa 
 
International 

European Union Delegation to South Africa  
Johns Hopkins University, Bloomberg School of Public Health 
UNAIDS 
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UNAIDS 
The Human Sciences Research Council 
(HSRC) and the United Nations Joint 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) for 
the HSRC to become a UNAIDS Collaborating 
Centre on HIV Prevention Research and 
Policy. According to the MOU, the Centre 
will conduct research, training and policy 
development in the area of HIV prevention 
and policy  
 
“We are pleased that the HSRC’s credibility 
in HIV research is recognised in this manner 
and that we are able to make a contribution 
to this global effort. This is indeed a great 
honour and opportunity for the HSRC and 
we look forward to this collaboration,” said 
HSRC CEO, Dr Olive Shisana. 
 
The proposed area of global collaboration 
with the UNAIDS is around strategic 
information, especially the HSRC’s flagship 
population survey with the possibility of 
building in some ‘Know Your Epidemic, Know 
Your Response’ questions into the survey.  
UNAIDS has started to monitor incidence 
and behavioural risk and is interested in 
developing and strengthening this capacity 
within countries. The use of strategic 
information in developing regional policies, 
as well as training in writing of policy briefs 
and joint convening or co-sponsoring of a 
regional conference, will also form part of 
the collaboration. 

At country level, the HSRC will work with 
UNAIDS Country Office in South Africa to 
improve monitoring, evaluation and 
reporting of the epidemic particularly at  

 
 
provincial level. Signing the MOU, Prof. Sheila Tlou, 
Director of the Regional Support Team (RST) for 
Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) said this 
partnership “is a unique opportunity for UNAIDS to 
strengthen strategic information on the epidemic 
so that we are able to realise our common vision 
of zero new HIV infections, zero AIDS-related 
death and zero discrimination.”  
  
Prof. Leickness Simbayi, the Executive Director of 
the HSRC’s HIV/AIDS, STIs and TB (HAST) Research 
Programme, added his voice by saying “We have 
met all the criteria to become an UNAIDS 
collaboration centre firstly, at a global level where 
some flagship HSRC products may be leveraged for 
the whole organization. Secondly, a regional 
relationship to be managed by the Regional 
Support Team (RST) for Eastern and Southern 
Africa; and lastly, a country level relationship 
managed by the UNAIDS Country Office (UCO) that 
focuses primarily on South Africa.” 
  
Dr Shisana said that little was known about the 
social epidemiology of HIV/AIDS. Today, the HSRC 
has developed a strong programme that addresses 
social aspects of HIV and AIDS and produces a 
population-based report on the state of the South 
African HIV epidemic, which is read in 192 
countries. 
 
The programme has undertaken research that 
includes HIV prevalence, HIV  incidence, use of 
antiretroviral drugs,  sexual behaviour, perception 
of risk, stigma, family planning, impact of HIV/AIDS 
on health, education and economy. 

Dr Olive Shisana and Prof. Sheila Tlou 

Dr Pride Chigwedere and Prof. Leickness Simbayi 
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Dr Olive Shisana in discussion with BRICS members 

 
HSRC appointed as incubator for a South African BRICS think tank 

South Africa is hosting the BRICS Summit (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa) in Durban 
from 26 to 27 March 2013. Prior to this meeting 
the officials of these countries are coming together 
to participate in various related activities. One of 
these activities is a consortium of BRICS think 
tanks. 
 
The South African government has appointed the 
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) to serve 
as an incubator for the South Africa BRICS Think 

Tank for a period of one year. The responsible government departments are the Department of 
Higher Education (DHET), working closely with the Department of International Relations and 
Cooperation (DIRCO). 
Dr Olive Shisana, CEO of the HSRC, will be co-chairing the first workshop on 8 and 9 March with Dr 
Diane Parker of DHET. The incubator workshop will map out the route towards a long-term strategy 
for such a think tank. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The HSRC has extensive experience and specialisation in the area of social policy research. The 
organisation is therefore well-placed to anchor such a structure and provide support for BRICS-
related policy dialogues at the national level,” Shisana said. 
 
”South Africa is the latest member to join BRICS and is the only one among the member countries 
that did not have a dedicated think tank until now. The HSRC has been tasked to nurture and grow 
the SA BRICS Think Tank, which will be operated within the HSRC’s legislated mandate as an 
independent advisor to government.”   
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Drs Olive Shisana and LeConte Dill 

The main intention of the South African BRICS Think Tank will be to conduct evidenced-based  
policy analysis aimed at informing the long term strategy of BRICS, and doing so in an inclusive 
manner. It will further create a forum to facilitate discussion among academics, policy makers and 
non-governmental organisations interested in the development of the BRICS developmental 
strategy. 
 
“Scholars will be able to make contributions to government policies and related research projects 
with the objective of immediate and tangible impacts on the strategic economic, social and geo-
political policies of the country”, Shisana said. 
 
Importantly, the HSRC aims to co-operate with various local experts and organisations in the field to 
strengthen and build the analytical and scholarly capacity in this field. “This will be crucial to create 
networks and to stimulate fresh thinking in relation to BRICS and not simply to repeat what others 
are doing”, she said.   
 
The workshop on how such a think tank would operate took place on 8-9 March 2013 in Durban. The 
workshop was attended by representatives of Brasil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 
 
 

 
 
Partnership Activity 
 
University of Basel  

The BDIL office hosted Professor Edwin Constable, 
Head of Research and Talent promotion on Monday 
11 February at our offices in Pretoria.  
 
This meeting was a follow-up to earlier discussions 
on the renewal of the MoU with the University. BDIL 
will continue to facilitate discussions until 
agreement is reached on how to take this 
partnership forward.  

 
 
 

 
Morehouse School of Medicine (MSM) and 
HSRC partner on policy brief training 
 
The MSM Prevention Research Center (PRC) and 
the HSRC collaborated in the development of the 
policy-brief training process between May and 
November 2012.  This training session was geared 
and developed specifically for HSRC researchers 
and took place from the 26 – 29 November 2012. 

Dr Charles Nhemachena, Ms Carla Pheiffer, Prof. Constable,  
Ms Jackie Fiedenthal,Dr Vanessa Bardsky, Dr Khangelani Zuma 
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This partnership shows much promise, 
given that both institutions expressed 
their commitment to knowledge sharing / 
dissemination, collaboration and 
multidisciplinary research. Over a three-
day in-person training, the MSM PRC 
provided contextual and hands-on 
training that covered health and social 
policy concepts and frameworks, moving 
health research findings to policy actions, 
creating policy briefs, and disseminating 
and advocating policy recommendations 
for HSRC researchers. This training will be 
supported by follow-up webinar sessions 
and related technical assistance. 

 

New publications in the HSRC 
 
Africa Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: Exploring the Multi-dimensional Discourses on 
‘Development’ 
Editors: Nathan Andrews, Nene Ernest Khalema, Temitope Oriola and Isaac Odoom 
 
About the book 
From a multi-dimensional and interdisciplinary standpoint, this book challenges the teleological and 
unidirectional notions of development embodied in the idea of modernisation or ‘progress’ and 
offers a critique of the tendency to consider Africa as a basket case, which often gives the Western 
‘self’ an undeserving privilege and superiority over the African ‘other’. Mostly authored by emerging 
African scholars, this 16-chapter volume addresses the historical application of development 
projects in Africa and their modern impact in economic, political, cultural, social, and infrastructural 
contexts, among others.  
 
The book, therefore, unearths development dynamics in specific African countries, examines the 
continent’s external relations, rethinks predominant ideas on development, and engages in critical 
examination of concepts and practices that have maintained hegemonic positions in the discussions 
on Africa’s development. 
 
 Its uniqueness lies in the ability to bring these several voices and themes together into a concise 
conception of both the challenges and possibilities of Africa’s sustainable development. The book 
targets both the academic and policy worlds in Africa and around the world, as well as ordinary 
members of the public who seek to broaden their theoretical and empirical understanding on the 
changing dynamics on the African continent.  
 

The HSRC researchers participating in the MSM policy brief training 
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Nathan Andrews is both a Trudeau and Vanier doctoral scholar in the Department of Political 
Science, University of Alberta, Canada.  
Dr Nene Ernest Khalema is a Senior Research Specialist at the Human Sciences Research Council 
(HSRC), a national research institute in South Africa.   
 
Dr Temitope Oriola is an Assistant Professor of Sociology in the College of Liberal Arts, University of 
Massachusetts, Boston, USA.  Isaac Odoom is a PhD candidate in the Department of Political Science, 
University of Alberta, Canada. 
 
Go here, or Google the title of the book to get to the Cambridge Scholars publishing website 
 

Forthcoming titles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Click on each title to be directed to 
the HSRC Press website.  
 
 
 

 
 

For more information on these and other titles, contact the HSRC Press. 

http://www.c-s-p.org/Flyers/Africa-Yesterday--Today-and-Tomorrow--Exploring-the-Multi-dimensional-Discourses-on--Development-1-4438-4184-6.htm
http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/
http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?productid=2303&cat=0&page=1&featured�
http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?productid=2306&cat=0&page=1&featured�
http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?productid=2305&cat=0&page=1&featured�
http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?productid=2309&cat=0&page=1&featured�
http://www.c-s-p.org/Flyers/Africa-Yesterday--Today-and-Tomorrow--Exploring-the-Multi-dimensional-Discourses-on--Development-1-4438-4184-6.htm�
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